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 CONTATNING 


The Reaſons which have induced "the 
Lords States General of the United 
«Netherlands, to Declare War againſt 


ne OO of France and Spain. 


HE States. General of the United Nethetlands, 
taallra whomtheſe Preſents ſhall come, (Greets 
Know Fes That the King of France hay Tr 

a long time ſince caſt his Eyes upon theſe Pro- 
vinces, to Ti hoon the ſame, if poſſible, or ently 
deſtroy. and ruin them, has in order to compaſs | his De 

twice attack'd this Republick, viz. in the, Years 1 72, 
and 1688. by a moſt unjuſt and violent War, tho we fad 
done our utmoſt to avoid the fame, and preſerve 17 wo 


tinuation of Peace and Trang 473 That nothing 
more evidently known, than * that King had 2 


* 


3 


09 

ceeded in his Deſign, and poſſeſſed himſelf of theſe Pro- 
vinces, he would have 8 made his way to the Uni- 
"verſal Vionarchy. And if he fad but onfy weakned 
them, and forced them to fit ſtill, and Teparate them̃ſetves 
from their Allies, *tis no leſs notorious, that he might 
have attained his Aim, by ſubduing other Princes and 
Powers; whereby this Republick had been in a manifeſt 
_—_ of being reduc'd as well as other States, and loſing 
her Libert nd Religion; which are the two e. 


Afi va rg or Sieg the Sübjekts ofthis State Have for- 
m d ſo maay cruel Ferſecutions; and which 


they — never fully and entirely enjoy, till they had 
frankly and heartily ſacrificed their Fortunes and Blood, 
with every thing elſe that was dear to them, and main- 
tain d a War of bighty Tears _— againſt che _ 


e e "ti el. =" ol } A 


That dotwichftanding it has oleaſed God to puniſh 
hal Frovinces by the Two laſt Wars, becauſe of their 
Sins yet He has not permitted that the Fench King 
ſhould put in execution his Ambitious Deſigus; but on 
the contrary, has ſo favoured the Arms of the EY 
.and-their-Allies, that they. obtain'd in the Years 16 
and 1697, a General Peace; whereby France was obli i- 
"Reg t to Reſtore Large Provinces, Lordſhips, and impor- 
FAfr Places: to the Emperor, the Empire, and the King of 
%, ain, which ſhehad po Tcifcd! artly by a violent Re 
and partly 755 "Craft 0 Artifices, under the ſpeciobs 
Name 0 Reunion, and other Pretences, 3 the 


I. —. Nime edi. | 
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YN etc being ſc 11955 oc in the Year 1697. 
ve, bad alf. the 23 on in. Ko World“ to fatter our ſelves 
e that 
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WAS 


that the ame would be bona fide executed W 
but We have found on the contrary! by experience, that 
they did not deſign on the part of France to obſet ve them, 
dut only to induce us and our Allies to lay dowa pur 
Arms, disband our — ge and oy: us 906.05 1 
Fol het, in order to weaken us; and in particul a OE en 
vate and tuin our Subjects in ruining their Ea 
that they might the more eaſily obtain the aim here above- 
mentioned. This is ſo notorious, that the Treaties aforeſaid. 
of Peace and Commerce were hardly ratify'd, that they 
began manifeſtly to eacroach upon the Trade of thele. 
| Provinces, Which is rhe Sinew of this State, by their 
openly refuſing to grant us the Tarif promiſed unto us 
by the Treaty aforeſaid, putting thereby the Subjects 
and Merchants of this Republick to numberleſs Trou- 
bles updn that account; which obliged us after a long, 
tedious, and expenſive Negotiation, to accept a . x 
tho” diſadvantageous to us, contrary to the Tenor, 0 
the ſaid nn in order to n a . Mit 


22. 0 ns 


* urbar ct og; 18 was W pol TP the. FT 
ticle of the ſaid Treaty of Commerce, that ſuch of our 
Subjects who ſhould Settle in France ſor carrying on their 
Fraqes, ſhould be free and exempted from the Duties 
and Tax laid upon Foreigners; yet exceſſive Duties 
have been aid upon our Subjects, and W been fore 
ced to ſee and dein the lame. 1 | 


That ia the mean while, the King of France nd 
nothiag ta perſuade us by all: imaginable Proteſtations, 
that he had no other Deſign than the preſet vation of the 
Peace ,:»nd;the removing of all Obſtacles that may inter- 


8 e de whereas the weak Conſtitution . 
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(6) 

the King of Span could not promiſe a dong Life, aud 
that his Death was like to cauſe great Wars and Diffe- 
Fences ; this occafioned a Treaty, whereby on one Side, 
it was provided, That the French King ſhould not have 
that Exorbirant Power, which otherwiſe he would have 
kad by the A cceſſion or Union of the Sperifb Monarchy to 
his Crown; ant by theſe means prevented the Ill Conſe- 
quence all Europe was afraid of, and on the other hand, 
Satisfaction was given to others who Claimed the ſaid 
Succeffion in order to preſerve the General Peace. 


That upon this Foundation the King of France having 
concluded on the Third and Twenty fifth day of March, 


17, a Solemn Treaty with the King of England and 


this State, we were in hopes to preſerve thereby the 
General Peace; but that Treaty was no ſooner Conciu- 
det and Rarified, but it moſt evidently Appear d, That 
it As not the Iutention of the Feth King to ſtand by it 
ind Obſerve it; but on the contrary, that they uſed: all 
manner of Artiſices ia the Court of Spain, not only to 
render the Emperor odious to the Spaniards, but alſo to 


oblige the King to diſpoſe of his dueceſſion, by a:Telta- 


ment in Favour of France. 


That the King of Spa having ſome time after.depart- 
ed this Life, they produced a Teſtament, whereby the 
Duke of Anjou, Grandſon to the King of - France, was 
declared Heir of all the Kingdoms and Dominions of the 
Deceaſed King. | 


x That the ſaid Will being made publick, the French 
King did immediately give proofs of his ſecret intenti 
ons of making uſe of all imaginable means to gratify his 
vaſt Ambition: And in order thereunto, without on 

; reſpe 


(2) 

refte@ or regard to a Treaty o folamnly.andþne! | 
eluded; and the repeated Proteſtations he. had; — — 
ver to depart from it, be accepted th ſaid W ill, breaking 
and violating the Treasy: a foreſaid ; without giving 
previous communication of his Intentions to hol 
whom be had made it: Notifyiog . 

diſguiſe to the R ick; 3 and aledging 


at Motive th 
Treaty, and: not the — 
| _ explaining chat Spirit and Senſe in — Ways be 


he fie ; not omitting at the ſame tima to threaten 
1 and repreſenting the Dangers and Misfortynes which 
we may expect, if we did not conſorm our. ſelves to that 
Spirit: Which proceeding| is a. Breach of Faitb ay un- 
common and unheard of, as ever was; 'and a dangerous 
Inſtance, which tends for the future to undermine and 


ruin the Fuirh of alt Publick een 


" Thardy WON ths E aforefeid, ths King 
did not contene him ſelf to cauſe the Duke of Ajon to be 
proclaimed King of Spain, but he poſſeſſed himſelf in 
| his Name, of all the Kingdoms and Domigions of 
Spaniſh Menzrehy, without any regard to the Pretenhi- 
ens of the Emperor ;. which were ſo fully owaed in the 
Treaty aforeſaid, that they were not ogly laid as the 
Foundation of the faid Freaty, but alſo fa far acknow- 
kdged for Juſt and l. au ful on all ſides, that the gregtaſt 
part of the Span 3 Was yielded to the Arch- 
Duke of Au/{r:4. | 


That the Hid King being ai to ſtop there, cau ; 
ch his own Troops to take poſſeſſion of the Spaniſh Ne- 


therlandit, 


(8) 
therein; by the permiſſion and conſent of DTS 8 
of Spnin for the defence and ſecurity, of the {aid Coun; 
try; and with a great deal of difficulty was at laſt per- 
ſuaded to let our ſaid Troops return home, after t * 
were very much weaken d. That by theſe means the Re- 
publick was at once depriv'd of her Rampart and Bar- 
rier , for which we had already maintain d TwWo Bloody | 
Wars, and which the King of France himſelf bad aſſigi 4 
in the Conditions of the Peace concluded in the yo 
1678: and'contrary to what was particularly ſtipulated in 
the Treaty of Partition, aud inſiſted upon on the part 
of the Republick; viz. That the ſaid Spaniſh Nether- 
land, ſhould belong to the Archduke of Auſtria, 


3 


That the ſaid King of France immediately began to 
govern Arbitrarily the Kingdoms and Dominions of 
Spain, under the Name of his Grandſon, as well in 
Civil as in Military Affairs; and has ſo united thoſe 
States to his owny as if the ſame were but one and the 
fame Kingdom and Government: Which can nev« 
more evidently appear, than in the caſe of the Span 
Netherlands, the Barrier of this State, where it appears 
( as indeed they write it from Spain) that the ſaid Pro- 
vinces have been abſolutely yielded and made over to 
the King of France; and that he exerciſes an Abſolute 
Autliority over them, both in Civil and Military Affairs, 
and likewiſe in matters of Finances. 57 3 
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(9) 
That the French King having carried his exorbitant 
Power to the degree, which the Chriſtian World had ſo 
long apprehended, and laid ſuitable foundations for ob- 
taining the Univerſal Monarchy, he did not delay it long, 
to put thoſe Projects in execution, ſending a formidable 
Army into Italy, to make himſelf entirely Maſter thereof, 
having already ſent a great number of Troops into the 
Spaniſh Netherlands to fright us, and oblige us, if poſſible, 
to a ſeparate Treaty without our Allies. 7 


That theſe Artifices, tho never ſo well concerted, falling 
ſhort of the deſired effect, the French King made uſe of all 
other imaginable ways to compel us thereunto by force, 
and to that end ſeized the City and Cittadel of Leige with- 
out the conſent of the. Dean and Chapter, and without 
the previous conſent and knowledge of the Emperor and 
the Empire, cauſed the Dean of the ſaid Chapter to be by 
violence ſeized and carried away into the Spaniſh Domini- 
ons, that he might not oppoſe his defign, and in order to 
ſtrike a terror into the ſaid Chapter. 


That being not ſatisfied with having thus ſeized upon 
Liege, and in order to ſtreighten us more and more, he poſſ. .- 
ſed himſelf, eontrary to the Will of the Chapter of Co/ogr, 
of the moſt conſiderable places of that Archbiſhoprick. ad 
namely, of the Fortreſſes of Bonn, Keyſerwaert, and Ni- 
berguen, (his deſign upon the City of Cologuc having happily 
miſcarried by their good Conduct, ) to put himſelf in a 
condition to invade this Republick, as he had done 
in the year 1672. And that nothing might be want- 
ing to make himſelf ſure of it, and in order to block 
us up on all ſides, he cauſed a conſiderable number ot 
Troops to be raiſed at his own charges in the Country of 

B 


| Wot 


| (ro) 
Wolfembuttel; that they might invade us on that fide, ſend- 

ing at the ſame time alf ſorts of Ammunition and Artil- 
lery to the Rhine through Foreign Countries, the better to 

invade theſe Provinces. e Bn 


That the ſüd King, being not fatisfſed with having 
ſtroiglitned us in that manner by Land, proceeded further, 
arid by peſſeſling himfelf in the name of the King of 
Spain, of all the Harbours in Spain, Naples, Sicily, and 
ether Iſlands in the "Mediterranean, as alſo the Spaniſh 
Netherlands: and the Indies, he made himſelf entire Ma- 
ſter of the Commerce of Europe, and obtained the Power 
to exclude us and other Nations from it. And fihally, 
that we might have no room or place left to us for Trade, 
he endeavoured to perſwade the King of Poringal to ſotbid 
us his Harbours, and ſent at the - fame time a Squadron 
into the Weſt Tries,” on pt rpoſe to ſeize the Silver Fleet, 
in which our Subjæcts, and thoſe of other Princes and Po- 
rentates, are ſo conſiderably concerned. 


That, affairs being in that intricate and dangerous con- 
dition, we, as the neareſt and moſt expoſed to the Fire, 
having in t he firſt place invoked God Almighty to our 
aſliſtance, thought it neceflary to put ourſelves in a po- 
ſture of defence, and to arm ourſelves as well'as we could, 
both by Sea and Land, igainſt that exorbitant Power, and 
the dangers we were threatned with; and at the ſame 
time, to deſire of our Neighbours and Allies, the Succours 
they had promis d us by Treaties, in caſe we were mo. 
leſted and diſturbed ; which they having granted us, with 
the ſame readineſs as we deſired, we put ourſelves in that 
condition, that refuſing to hearken to any priyate Treaty 


. 


(wn) 
with France, we had time to Confederate ;ourſclyes with 
his Imperial Majeſty, the King ot Exgland, the King of 
Pruſſia, and other Princes ang. Potentates, for the Com- 
mon defence of our, and their reſpective Dominions, the 
preſervation of the Liberty of Europe, and for recovering 
the General Peace and Tranquility. 

That every one beginning to open their Eyes, and to 
think of their natural defence, the Emperor ſent a conſi- 
derable Army into Italy to oppoſe; the French Kings. 


That his Imperial Ma jeſty having thought fit to diſ- 
lodge the French out of the Electorate of Calogn, and uſed 
all imaginable ways for it, did, together with the Direct- 
ors of the Circles concerned therein, deſire our aſſiſtance, 
which we (conformable to our Engagements, our own:De- 
fence, and the ſtrict Alliance we were entred into) could 
not refuſe ; but on the contrary, thought it neceffary that 
our Forces there and elſe where ſhould act as Auxiliaries, by 
way of diverſions ibſtioa--8 41 rf 

That theſe proceedings of the French, have, e our 

reat ſorrow, kindled a War in ſeveral parts of the World, 

which is actually begun, and carried on with-a great deal 
of violence. K « 1 Ab t 


That, as we had not givenithe leaſt-pretence. thereunto z 
but on the contrary,made out utmoſt efforts for the preſer- 
vation of the General Peace, we were very glad to {ce a Mi- 
niſter that the French King- had ſent into theſe parts, and 
neglected nothing to ingage him to make ſome Propoſals 
tor maintaining the nenen z but ſeeing we could 
2001 | B 2 : not 


6230 
not ſucceed therein, we made ourſel ves ſome Demands, 
- which we thought neceſſary for recovering a General 
Tranquility and our private Security; but there has been 
no manner of anſwer, nor the leaſt offer made there- 


upon. 


That indeed ſome outward Proteſtations of Peace 
have been made on that fide, but as at the fame 
time they continued their Warlike Preparations, to ſeize 
the Lands of our Neighbours, and to confederate them- 
ſelves with ſeveral Princes and Potentates, they have 
clearly manifeſted that their Proteſtations would come 
to nothing, unleſs we were refolved to treat ſeparate- 
1y from our Allies, and this they have till more 
evidently diſcovered by recalling ſucceſſively two Mini- 

Finally, that King has upon that foot cauſed his 
Reſident to declare unto us in a Memorial, that his 


Armies were in a condition to Act againſt us, if we 
came to no reſolution about the things contained in 


that Memorial. 


And as there is nothing more evidently known, than that 
the defigns of the preſent King of Spain againſt the Liberty 
of our State and Commerce, are the ſame as thoſe of the 
King ot France; nay, as all the World muſt be convinced 
by the whole Directions and Management of Affairs, that 
the King of France and the preſent King ot Spain are 
one and the ſame in effect; and that the King of Spain 
ean do, nor will do nothing but what the King of 


France pleaſes, and will have him to do; even that 
n | the 


wy (613) 
the Kingdoms of France and Spain are United into 
one : it follows from thence, that whatever the King 
of France has done againſt us and our Allies, in the 
name of the King of Spain, muſt be taken and 
underſtood to be made by the King of Spain © him- 
ſelt, or at leaſt by both of 'em. That by theſe 
means the King ot France, above:.what has been 
already ſaid „ has made uſe of the Sparifp Troops, 
in the name of the King of Spain, to carty on 
| his deſigns againſt us. That in that name he has erect- 
ed a Fort, within the reach of the Cannon of a For- 
treſs belonging to the States, contrary ta the Treaty 
concluded with the King of Spain in the year 1648, 
and contrary to the Laws of Nations, and thoſe of 


War. 


That the King of Spain has not only ſuffered thoſe 
proceedings of the King his Grand-Father; but abſo- 
lutely approved the ſame,” and the actual ſeizing of 
the whole Monarchy of Spain, and in particular of the 
Spaniſh Netherland, that neceſſary Barrier for our - 
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That all Divine and Humane Laws dictating to us, 
that being thus ſtreightned, blocked up on all fides, and 
actually attacked by the Kings of France and Spain, and 
threatned by them with ſo many dangers, we may, and are 
bound to make uſe againſt them, of all the means God 
and Nature have put into our hands for our defence, 
protecting our Subjects, and for preſerving their 
Religion and Liberty; and therefore, to take up 8 

SE | - gainſt 


(-14. ) 
gainſt the ſaid: Kings 4 So: and Span, who have to- 
1 — Conſpired our Ruin and Deſtruction; and de- 
clate War againſt them, as we do by theſe preſents, 


; traiting that God Almighty will bleſs the Juſtice of our 
4 8 the gears we dal make uſe of. DO. : 


frivg: all Kings: Prinves! Rep \ublicks ind States, 
who Jove their own Preſervation wad Liberty, together 
with that of Europe, that — will regard this our De- 
claration, as an effect of an urgent and preſſing ne- 
ceſſity, for defending ourlelves, and protecting our 
Subjects, and conſequently all Europe; and that they will, 
in conjunction with us, oppoſe the ill def igas of the. Kings 
of France and Spain, and their exorbitant Power; 
whereby they intend to make themſelves Maſters of all 
Chriſtendom; and to that end 5 give us aid and allſt- 
era. Yoon" anriuinge 12. vu ada, 
= \ Laſtly, We * and require all our Subjects. a and 
4nhabitants of theſe Provinces, Commanders, Officers, 
Souldiers and others, of what quality ſo.ver they be, 
to own and regard the ſaid Kings of France and 
Spain as Enemies of this State; to invade the r Country, 
and fall upon their Subjects and Vaſſals both by Sea 
and Land ; to repulſe their violence, and do every thing 
elſe they are obliged to do for the defence of our 
Conntrys and the Damage of our Enemies. JH s" * 


And that no body may pretend to be jonorant heck, 
e require and command the Lords States, Councellors and 


unn, States of theſe reſpective Provinces, and all o- 
| ther 
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ther Officers and Magiſtrates of this Country, to cauſe 
theſe preſents to be Proclaimed , Publiſhed and 
' Poſted up, on the 15th day of this inſtant, in the 
places where Publications of this nature are uſually made; ; 
commanding likewiſe that the ſame be Publiſhed and A 
Affixed in the uſual places, of the Diſtri& of the 
Generality. Done and Concluded in the Aſſembly of the 
Lords States General at the Hague, May 8. 1702. Signet 
W. de Naſſau, and underneath FF Fagel, and Sealed with : |, 
the Seal of the States General in Red Wax... 


